


Dear Friends,

It is an exciting time for the arts in Maryland! The dedicated and visionary
councilors and staff of the Maryland State Art Council (MSAC) continue to
build on a strong frack record of service to the arts by making them
accessible and inclusive to Marylanders and visitors alike. This dedication
coupled with MSAC's current focus on ensuring public support is especially
relevant and timely, and continues to demonstrate that Maryland is a
national leader in the arts sector.

The First Lady and | share MSAC's vision and passion for the arts, and we are
proud to be enthusiastic supporters. We recognize that the arts are vital to
achieving the quality of life and economic prosperity that we all want for
our state. As this report shows, public investment in Maryland's hundreds of
nonprofit arts organizations and arts programs contributes over $1.4 billion to
our economy. In addition, the council’s support for the fraditions that are
handed down generation after generation, as well as their work facilitating
enriching arts experiences in schools and their encouragement of the
independent artists who call our state home, helps make Maryland's diverse
communities more desirable places to visit, work, and live.

When the arts thrive, we all benefit. Please join me in championing the arts in
Maryland, and | would like to extend our sincere gratitude to the artists,
advocates, arts organizations, and cultural institutions from across the state
for their continued good work and partnership.

Sincerely,

wy Hogan, Governor /




The Maryland State Arts Council’s Fiscal Year 2018 Annual Report is a

map that allows us to...

-Reveal the impact of our programs on the lives of every Maryland citizen;
-Exhibit the strength of Maryland’s creative economy;
-Visualize the importance of district-specific support; and

-Celebrate a commitment to statewide, equitable access to the arts.

Enjoy!

Ken Skrzesz

Executive Director

The Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) encourages and invests in the advancement of the arts
for all Marylanders. Its grants and programs support artists and arts organizations in their
pursuit of artistic excellence, ensure the accessibility of the arts to the people of Maryland and
promote statewide awareness of arts resources and opportunities.

The MSAC receives its funds in an annual appropriation from the State of Maryland as well as
from grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, and contributions
from private, non-governmental sources.

$1.4 billion Annual Statewide Economic Impact of the Arts*
17,688 Full-time equivalent jobs*
$486 million in salaries*

$59.6 million in state and local tax revenue*

$4.12 total economic activity generated by every $1 of grantees’ operating

budgets*

8.7 million people attended arts activities spending $460 million*

*Statewide data FY 17, Maryland Department of Commerce




*Maryland Arts and Entertainment Districts Impact Analysis FY 2016, Regional Economic Studies Institute, Towson
University






























“The Maryland State Arts Council is an
important institution that's making a
real difference to the residents of
Maryland,” said First Lady

Gami //0}'4/(,

“Their passion and dedication is clear, as
Maryland has recently moved to third
place in arts support per capita. Maryland
is tfruly a destination for all artists and art
lovers, and Governor Hogan and | could
not be more proud to be a part of this
journey.”
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Larry Hogan Boyd Rutherford Mike Gill Benjamin H. Wu Liz Fitzsimmons
Governor Lieutenant Secretary Deputy Secretary of Managing Director, The
Governor Of Commerce Commerce Division of Tourism, Film and
the Arts




PHOTO CREDITS AND DESIGN CREDITS: lllustrations in this report are inspired by photos of: Hopkins Symphony
Orchestra, photo by Mark Phillips; "Arts & Ales" the Downtown Hyatisville Arts Festival, photo courtesy of
Maryland Milestones; Paul Rucker, Contemporary Arts, Inc., photo by Richard A. Smith, Ill; Joe’s Movement
Emporium, Silk Road Dance Company, photo by John G. Walter; Spring Mini Powwow at the Baltimore
American Indian Center, photo by Tony Williams; Dance Exchange, photo by Ben Carver; Bel Air A&E District
Mural, Artist Jack Pabis; Towson University’s Asian Arts Gallery, photo by Brian Ho; Compass Rose Theater's
Pygmalion, photo by Stan Barouh; The Next Ice Age's “Faun,” choreographed by Nathan Birch, photo by Kim
Zaruba Photography; Deep Vision Dance Company, photo by Zachary Z. Handler; and Swedish Fiddling Master
Andrea Hoag, Phil Wiggins and Baakari Wilder performing at the 2017 Maryland Heritage Awards, and
Cambodian New Year Celebration accompanied by Ceremonial Music Master Chum Ngek, photos by Edwin
Remsberg Photography. Annual report designed by: Laura Brino









